MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT INNOVATION CENTRE
协议参考模板：


MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

[bookmark: _GoBack]For the Establishment of

Joint Research Center in XXXX



between

Beijing Institute of Technology (shorted as BIT)
5 Zhongguancun South Street
Haidian District, Beijing,100081
P.R. China, 
Represented by School of Aerospace Engineering
Prof. 


and

Monash Univeristy
Address
Australia
Represented by School of XXX
Prof. 


1. 
PARTIES TO THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
The Parties to this Memorandum of Understanding are:
Party A, BEIJING INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Party B, MONASH UNIVERSITY
2. FIELDS OF COLLABORATION
The Parties wish to explore cooperation in scientific research, mutual academic exchanges, faculty and students visiting, etc. in the field of xxx.
Background information regarding scientific research in the field of XXX.
This platform will further foster stronger joint research collaborations, joint supervision of graduate students, and also visiting opportunities to faculty members and HDR students.
It is intended to focus the common academic and scientific research interests on the systematic design approach, methodology and industry-oriented application research, mainly for, but not limited to technologies in xxxx.
The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding is to express the willingness to establish a joint research center and foster the academic exchange, scientific research projects in the field xxxx between BIT and Monash i.e. through faculty exchanges, bi-lateral workshops and possible individual collaborative scientific research projects still to be defined and subject to additional written project agreements providing for the terms of such collaboration. 
3. COOPERATION MECHANISM
The Parties agree to cooperate to:
(a) establish the Joint Research Center in xxxxxx 
(b) exchange scientific and technological information about possible collaborative research and development projects in the defined fields;
(c) organize a committee of representative research scientists and academics form each party to visit each party’s facilities to investigate the areas of possible collaborative research and development projects;
(d) encourage the members of the faculty and the master/PhD students from both parties to study or research in both institutions as far as this fits with their research objects and regular curriculum;
(e) encourage joint research projects which are externally funded in the defined fields;
(f) [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]jointly supervise research students supported by both universities. Party A and Party B agree to receive up to XX master and XX PhD students per year from each other. The students can stay at the host institution for 3 to 24 months’ research and study activities. Both parties agree to waive any tuition or bench fee of the visiting students. Both parties will provide the visiting students necessary workspace and assist them in their application of accommodation. 
(g) Exchange academics (including post-docs). Both parties agree to accept visiting academic staff and post-doctoral researchers for a period of 3 to 12 months. Both parties agree to waive any bench fee of the visiting academic.  Both parties will provide the visiting academics necessary workspace and assist them in finding housing on or around its campus.
(h) The Parties will make their best efforts to foster scientific research collaboration projects between the institutions throughout the term of this Memorandum of Understanding.
4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTIES
Both parties shall provide the scientific research teams and necessary assistance to the following proposed scientific research collaborations.
(1) xxxxxx
(2) xxxxxx
(3) xxxxxx
(4) xxxxx
(5) ….
Both parties shall allow the access to their respective laboratory facilities for conducting joint research projects defined by the two parties.
BIT shall select and send PhD students financially supported by BIT or China Scholarship Council to Monash as jointly supervised PhD students working on the research projects defined by joint supervisors from the two parties. 
Any specific project identified by the parties and determined for further pursuance is subject to an individual agreement to be concluded in writing prior to its start.
5. OBJECTIVES
The Parties will:
(a) work together and share information about their organizations to enhance mutual understandings of each Party’s scientific capabilities and requirements with respect to the Fields subject to confidentiality requirements of each Party.
(b) establish a working relationship targeted to the Parties’ specific scientific requirements.
(c) explore collaborative research and development projects of interest to both Parties.
6. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
This Memorandum of Understanding does not transfer any interest in Intellectual Property.
All issues relevant to the ownership of Intellectual Property, including Background Intellectual Property and Project Intellectual Property will be determined in the respective written agreement covering the specific scientific research program on an individual project basis.
7. AGREEMENTS
The Parties shall wherever necessary enter into written agreements to facilitate the implementation of the specific scientific research program. Such agreements will cover all relevant aspects of the scientific research program including but not limited to funding, responsibilities and contributions of each Party, intellectual property ownership and protection, confidentially, risk allocation and indemnity obligations to be undertaken by each Party.
8. TERM
The term of this Memorandum of Understanding will commence on the date of execution for a period of five (3) years. The Memorandum of Understanding may be extended for a further period of up to five (3) years by the mutual agreement in writing of the Parties under mutually agreed terms and conditions.
Either Party may terminate this Memorandum of Understanding at any time during the term by the provision of three (3) months written notice of termination to the other Party.
9. CONFIDENTIALITY
Each Party undertakes to respect the confidentiality of the other Party’s confidential information.
Except as otherwise required by law or court order, during the validity of this Agreement and for a period of five (5) years thereafter, parties and their employees agree to keep in strict confidence all scientific, technical, financial, commercial, operational information, business secrets, or other kind of information (“Confidential Information”) obtained from the other party in connection with the negotiation or performance of the activities under this Memorandum of Understanding either labeled as “confidential” or forming Incidental Confidential Information defined as follows: “Incidental Confidential Information” is to be understood as any information of a technical, scientific, financial, commercial, operational or other kind in relation with ideas or projects of the other Party, including any projects with any third party, and any results of or any third party resulting thereof available to any visiting researcher to the other Party in any form, irrespective of whether labeled as confidential or not and to which access is given by the other Party to the visiting researcher. The obligation of confidentiality applies irrespective of whether access has been or is given to the Incidental Confidential Information in writing, orally, electronically, or in the form of samples, models, products or equipment.
Each Party is to treat all confidential information owned by the other Party which is specifically designated as confidential information in writing as confidential and shall not disclose or permit the same to be disclosed to a third party without the written authorization of the owner of that confidential information. It shall be the responsibility of each Party to ensure that confidential information is only disclosed to those of its officers, employees or agents engaged in the performance of a scientific research program on a strictly “need to know basis” and have such officers, employees or agents sign written confidentiality undertakings as may be required.
10. VARIATION
A provision of this Memorandum of Understanding, including Schedules, may not be varied or modified except by a separate written instrument which is signed by a duly authorized signatory of each Party.
11. GOVERNING LAW
This Memorandum of Understanding is governed by the laws of Australia and the laws of China.
12. Others
The Parties do not, through this Memorandum of Understanding, acquire any rights from the other Party apart from those which are explicitly conferred by this Memorandum of Understanding. Nothing in this Memorandum of Understanding shall imply any partnership, agency or joint venture relationship between the Parties nor is any Party obliged to provide any financial contribution for the establishment of the Center.
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